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FROM

the Principal
We have managed to chase the cold and wet away
in June with a bit of fun and some pretty amazing
achievements in the Rangi Ruru community.
Our fabulous Eugene In is now “Eugenius” after winning
a place as an intern at the world-renowned Stanford
Medicine Summer School in July, and alumna, Esra
McGoldrick, 2017 leaver is off to the US where she has
signed a Scholarship to play basketball and study at
North Carolina State University. We wish both these
outstanding young women well and say to all our young
women – set your goals high and go for it!
Our three Chamber groups competed in the district
finals with a Rangi Ruru group winning for the fourth
year in a row. We wish them all the best for the South
Island Finals.
As huge Crusader fans who also have a love of languages
and other cultures, a group of our senior students
participated in the Great French Challenge and WON
against five other Christchurch schools as well as
meeting the Crusaders crew of Scott ‘Razor’ Robertson,
Ronan O’Gara and Seta Tamanivalu.
Thank you to all our wonderful parents and supporters
who attended, our Pink Ribbon Breakfast. It was great to
see so many smiley faces at 7am help raise over $1100.
Our next big social event is the upcoming Art House
Night on Friday 10 August - please make sure to get your
tickets online at RangiLife.

You will have all received our new “Out & About”
e-newsletter to keep you informed of exciting events,
activities and opportunities to join in with the Rangi Ruru
community. We hope you find this useful as you can now
with a simple click, RSVP, purchase tickets or book a
place at our new Rangi Ruru Holiday Programme for the
July Holidays.
The year is really speeding by and we have a number of
students confirmed and enrolled for 2019 and 2020 with
waitlists in some year groups. If you are considering
leaving Rangi at the end of the year we would really
appreciate it if you could advise us with one or more
term’s notice so we can finalise the school roll. As you
can imagine the enrolments team are very busy.
I wish all girls and families a refreshing term break.
Hopefully the sun will begin to shine again and we can
all start to feel the warmth on our faces! I look forward
to seeing all girls back in Term 3 ready to begin what is
another busy term.
QUOTE When bad things happen I can choose to let it
Define me, confine me,
Refine me, or outshine me,
Or I can choose to move on and leave it behind me
anon
Dr Sandra K. Hastie, Principal

CLICK HERE>> FOR ALL OUR RANGI NEWS UPDATES
Events, successes, stories from school and to keep families informed at all times

FROM

the Deputy Principal
SENIOR DANCE, YEAR 11 SEMI-FORMAL

LEAVERS BALL 2018

What a wonderful social whirl it’s been!

We can now confirm that the RROGA Leavers’ Ball will
be held on site this year on Wednesday 5 December. All
details will be sent to you in Term 4 but parents of Year
13 girls need to get this into their diaries!

Particular mention goes to Isabella Carter (Head of
Community) for her vision, creativity and supreme
organisation of the “California Dreamin’” Senior Dance.
We thank the committed and motivated Community
Council who dedicated numerous hours to making
some outstanding decorations and ensuring the venue
at Rydges Hotel was a sight to behold. The costumes
were at a new level of creative thinking and the girls
and their partners conducted themselves with style
and enthusiasm.
We were so impressed at the plain gorgeousness of
those in Year 11 at the “Starry Nights” semi-formal at
the Hagley Oval.
We acknowledge the Senior and Year 11 committees,
our Deans, Hannah Clarkson (Year 13), Angela Lidstone
(Year 12) and Janette Frier (Year 11) and tutors for their
part in ensuring these were such well-organised and
enjoyable events for all of us.
It has also been gratifying to have received many
positive comments from the venue and security
personnel regarding the attitude and demeanour of all
those who attended.
You should feel very proud of your daughters and
we thank you for your support of our messages and
protocols, and for the time that many of you also
devoted to the evening.

DANCES AT OTHER SCHOOLS
We organise school dances for Years 12&13, Year 11
and Year 9 and we also support certain other schools’
junior dances by having a Rangi Ruru presence there. In
this case permission, contact and transport details are
requested from parents. In all other cases, girls attend
dances as an individual and responsibility for care
remains solely with parents and caregivers.
Please be aware that girls with co-curricular
commitments must be available for these activities as
they take precedence.

LATENESS
We are noticing a concerning increase in the number of
girls late to school which does have an impact on their
connections and learning.
If you are experiencing difficulties in this respect,
please ensure you make contact with your daughter’s
Tutor and Dean to discuss this.
Otherwise all girls are to be at school for Connecting
Time at 8.25am.
Our process requires that any girl who is late must
report to the office for a pass. Repeated lateness (twice
in a week or three times in a term) will incur a School
Duty.

STUDENT CARE & DEVELOPMENT
You may have been reading reports in the media about
youth suicide and the role of schools and parents. We
want to reassure you that we have a very clear and
rigorous process in place that involves communicating
any concerns to you and providing support strategies
and agencies to contact.
Some helpful tips:
1. Maintain a strong relationship and keep lines of
communication open. Good listening skills go a long
way
2. If at any time you have concerns about your
daughter’s mental health, talk with her
3. Encourage your daughter to stay connected with
her friends and others she trusts
4. Know where to go for support, both for you and your
daughter and follow-up quickly. A trusted GP is a
good place to start
5. Please don’t hesitate to be in touch with us. We
are here to support and work with you and your
daughter.
Contact any of the following: our Guidance Counsellor,
Deputy Principal (Student Care & Development), your
daughter’s Dean or Tutor.
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Continued the Deputy Principal

WHAT’S RIGHT WITH YOU?
Have you heard of Character Strengths? If your
daughter is in Year 10 she may have come home and
spoken to you about this as it is the Year 10 Wellbeing
focus for this term. Many of the senior students have
also been introduced to Character Strengths. If you
have not heard of them I encourage you to ask your
daughter and to then explore it together. This wellbeing
approach is helpful for everyone on a personal level
and it is also beneficial to be aware of others’ character
strengths in a family setting, amongst friends,
workplaces and team situations – everywhere actually!
Character Strengths, as developed by the VIA Institute,
are the positive human qualities that serve as pathways
for living a good life. They are universally valued,
exist within each of us, can be developed and can be
overused, misused, or underused. The VIA Institute
encourages us to use the qualities that come most
naturally to us, as well as developing the strengths that
are not as strong, to improve our life and begin thriving.
Every individual possesses all 24 character strengths
in different degrees, giving each person a unique
character profile.
All Staff have been focusing on Character Strengths
this term to support their own wellbeing but also to
support the girls as much as possible. After completing
the survey, staff have been taking part in a variety of
activities. One such activity is Strength Spotting, which
involves placing a nomination of another staff member
in the Strength Spotting Box. The nomination identifies
and provides an example of a character strength

someone sees in another staff member. Not only is this
a wonderful affirmation for that staff member when
it is read out at a meeting, it is also helpful for people
to be aware of the strengths that others see in them,
which they may not see themselves. Perhaps you could
try a version of this activity at home, in your workplace
or sports team? There are many more activities on the
VIA website as well.
Here is the link to an excellent introduction video:
http://www.viacharacter.org/www/character-strengthsold/the-science-of-character-video
Here is the link to the survey so you can take it yourself
(free of charge unless you opt for a higher level of
support from VIA): http://www.viacharacter.org/www/
Character-Strengths-Survey
Here are some points to ponder on the topic of
Character Strengths and I look forward to hearing more
conversations about what is right with you and how you
can use this to make your life better.
• Strengths are not what you are but they are what you
do
• It’s a road trip; it’s not fixed and it’s ongoing
• Turn the dial up on certain strengths as you need it
• Think….What’s right with you?
• It’s not about ignoring your weaknesses

Stephanie Barnett
Deputy Principal

OPEN 7.30am – 8.30am every
Friday, Rossall Street car park

Coffee Club
idays
r
F

Grab a coffee or hot drink on your way to school or work.
Visit our drive through cafe!
Bring your reusable cups or enjoy our compostable cups.
A portion of the proceeds will go towards our 2018 Annual Appeal.
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FROM

Curriculum
FROM

the Assistant Principal
- Curriculum
As you are no doubt aware, the Labour government is
undertaking a review of education in New Zealand to
‘consider the fitness of our schooling system to equip all
learners for the 21st century’.
Part of this investigation is a review of NCEA. Rangi Ruru
has been committed to NCEA with its flexibility, variety
of modes of assessment, equity of access and national
platform. During the 15 years that we have been working
with NCEA, there have been changes and refinements
that have reinforced the quality of the qualification. Our
students achieve at the highest levels and we remain
committed to the pursuit of individual excellence within
the framework of NCEA.
Ideas for strengthening NCEA have been developed by a
Ministerial Advisory Group and distilled into six ideas that
they are calling the ‘Big Opportunities. These are
1. Creating space at NCEA Level 1 for powerful learning
2. Strengthening literacy and numeracy

ANNUAL APPEAL

2018

3. Ensuring NCEA Levels 2 and 3 support good

The future
is female

connections beyond schooling
4. Making it easier for teachers, schools, and kura to
refocus on learning
5. Ensuring the Record of Achievement tells us about
students’ capabilities
6. Dismantling barriers to NCEA
The Ministry of Education is keen to have as many
stakeholders - teachers, parents, students – as possible
join the ‘Education Conversation’. There is plenty of
background reading available on line about this and a
good place to start is here>>.
Your views are vital to the success of this review. We are
committed to a process of reflection, review and constant
improvement to ensure that what we offer to our
learners is fit for purpose. You are involved in NCEA, with
relevant and recent experience. Have your say here>>.
Consultations close on 16 September.
Juliet Collins, Assistant Principal - Curriculum

We Know Girls

girlboss
sisterhood
family

community

RangiforLife

unity

ANNUAL APPEAL 2018
THE FUTURE IS FEMALE
‘Being generous in spirit is a wonderful way to live’
This year the Rangi Ruru Annual Appeal will once again rely on the support of our community to help prepare us for
future generations. We want to ensure that the incredible work done by the Gibson sisters in 1889 continues to create
pathways for our girls and that we can maintain support to our young women to be a force for good both here in New
Zealand and around the globe.
In 2018 we hope you will join us by donating to our Annual Appeal – The future is female. No gift is too small or too big
and we thank you for your continued support to our wonderful school.

DONATE NOW>>
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FROM

Learning Centre Leader
Kia ora Koutou
The Learning Centre at Rangi Ruru continues to hum
along. Our team includes Michelle Enright, whose
focus is Literacy support, Ali McQueen Numeracy and
we have our two teacher assistances, Clare Flynn and
Jeannie Preddy.
In the centre we work with both individuals and groups
of young women who have been identified by teaching
staff as benefitting from additional learning support.
In many cases, students also identify that they need
additional support whether it be ongoing or a one-off
session.
The Learning Centre is very much about recognising
different learning styles and responding to diverse
needs. Listening toStellar
student
and whanau voice
Strings
Stephen Larsen@Rangi
is critical to the success
of the work we do here.
Engaging with the You
students
and empowering them are
are warmly invited to attend two events, hosted by Rangi Ruru Girls’ School,
featuring students of Stephen Larsen.
two of the important drivers of the work we do.

by the significant number of students who use the
space by themselves. These students really do
exemplify the Rangi Ruru value of Endeavour. Their
ability to self-manage and recognise when they need
to take themselves to a quiet space and work, is
extraordinary.
Part of the role of the Learning Centre staff is to
identify senior students who require support for
exams. Michelle completes testing and applies to
NZQA for Special Assessment Conditions. The school
then provides these conditions for their internal
and external assessments. The process is extremely
robust, and students are reviewed annually.

This is where we ask for help! Many of the young
women require Reader and/or Writer support. We have
a small and very much appreciated pool of volunteers,
but are rather desperate to add to this pool. The
support you give is determined by you and the time
you have available. No prior experience is required and
1. Workshops with Stephen Larsen
In any one day in the
Learning
Centre
you Lane
will
find
Saturday
April 7 , 11am
– 1pm, Merivale
Theatre,
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School
Michelle or I are more than happy to discuss what is
a group working with one
ofA the staff,
one to one
Workshop
11.00 – 11.55am
String playing techniques
involved if you are interested in pursuing this further.
Workshop B
12noon – 1pm
Strategies for effective practicing
support for an upcoming assessment or assignment or
Admission: $10 per workshop, $15 for both workshops.
Rebecca Meachen
Bookings may be made at…………..
students self-managing
their learning.
You may attend as an active participant, or observer. Participants are asked to bring their
instruments.
Learning
Centre Leader
Workshop A is tailored specifically for string players. Workshop B is suited to all musicians who wish to
Since my arrival atfine-tune
Rangi
Ruru I have been impressed
their practice techniques.
r.meachen@rangiruru.school.nz
th

2. Stellar Strings in Concert
Saturday April 7th, 7.30pm, Merivale Lane Theatre, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School
Stephen Larsen’s students in concert, featuring several Rangi music scholars/violinists, as well as
Rangi alumni and past music scholars who are currently studying with Stephen at the University of
Auckland.

STELLAR STRINGS 2
Admission: $20 adults, $15 students aged 18 years and under
Bookings may be made at……………..

Stephen Larsen @ Rangi Ruru

For further information please contact Janet Kingsbury, Director of Music, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School. Email
j.kingsbury@rangiruru.school.nz, phone 03 9833 735.

Stephen Larsen is a well-known New Zealand violin teacher. His students, who
include several Rangi current music scholars and alumni, have enjoyed success in
numerous competitions on a national and international level, and have gone on to
work and study all over the world.
Stephen has a strong interest and expertise in violin pedagogy, and is regularly
invited to give lessons, masterclasses and seminars on violin playing and teaching
throughout New Zealand. He maintains a busy teaching schedule, teaching violin
and viola at the University of Auckland and the Albany School of Music. In addition
he travels regularly to Christchurch to teach a small number of highly talented violin
and viola students.

Workshops with Stephen Larsen,
Saturday 1 September, 1.15 – 3.15pm,
Merivale Lane Theatre
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School
Workshop A

Sound production for string players

Workshop B

Practical session on effective practice
techniques for string players

Stellar Strings in Concert,
Saturday 1 September, 4pm
Merivale Lane Theatre, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School
Stephen Larsen’s students in concert, featuring Rangi music
scholars/violinists, and Rangi alumni who are currently studying with
Stephen at the University of Auckland.

SAVE THE DATES!!

TICKETS AVAILABLE LATE JULY
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CAREERS

CAREER & PATHWAY INFORMATIONAL
SESSIONS

MONASH UNIVERSITY - MELBOURNE,
AUSTRALIA

July 2 – GirlBoss NZ: Alexia Hilbertidou (“The Future of

Rangi was lucky to host Ben Law from Monash

Work,”) 2:30 – 3:30pm, MLT

University to have a chat with girls interested in

July 3 – Victoria University Christchurch Information

pursuing tertiary education in Australia. Monash

Evening

University’s open day is coming up on 19 August 2018.

July 9 – International College of Hotel Management

Open Day is your chance to speak to staff and current

(ICHM) Career Week, Adelaide

students to find out about courses and university life.

July 12 – University of Canterbury Open Day

Deciding which course to study and which university

July 13 – Massey University Creative Immerse Day,

to attend is not easy. You can find a lot of information

Wellington

online, but nothing beats the first-hand experience

July 20 – Lincoln University Open Day

you get from attending an Open Day. Register here>>

GIRLBOSS NZ

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY OPEN DAY

GirlBoss NZ CEO, Alexia Hilbertidou, delivers a series

UC invites all future students and their families to

of innovative programmes to schools and businesses

visit their 2018 Open Day on 12 July. There will be

who are serious about empowering the next

additional accommodation tours available on 11 & 13

generation of female changemakers. Just returned

July. Pre-register here for quick access

from a space mission with NASA, Alexia’s own mission
is to get young women to the table - the boardroom

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY

table that is, and she believes the decisions made

Lincoln will be holding their annual open day on 20

while young are crucial in paving the way.

July. Come see their range of study options! For more

Alexia’s passion for STEAM led her to create GirlBoss

information and to register here>>

when she was just 16 years old. Less than two years
later GirlBoss has become an 8000 strong network for

MASSEY COCA IMMERSION DAY

ambitious, young New Zealand women.

CoCA Immersion Day is a day of attending an intensive

Rangi is thrilled to host Alexia to speak about

workshop in a specialist subject area across all CoCA

the “Future of Work.” As the Fourth Industrial
Revolution progresses, women will be economically
disadvantaged because they are a majority in the

programmes. Immersion Day is a one-day intensive
workshop in a specialist subject area across all
creative arts programmes including Fine Arts, Design,

fields set to be automated and largely absent from the

Commercial Music, and Creative Media Production.

areas set to accelerate. This will lead to greater social

This is your opportunity to experience what a course in

and gender inequity. Attendees will be shown how

your selected subject will be like. You will be making,

they can take advantage of this new era.

creating and learning about what it is like to study at

CRIMSON INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCES

the College of Creative Arts in Wellington. After the
immersion day, participants will receive a completion

Are you interested in taking your education onto the

certificate.

world stage?

This event is open to current Year 13 students and

Join a Crimson International Experience and explore

adults looking to return to study. Please only register

your passions with an international group of like-

for one programme. For more information and to

minded students. Meet with industry leaders, go

register click here>>

behind the scenes at global organisations and

K. Fox, Careers and Pathway Strategist

learn about campus life at some of the world’s top
universities. Learn from NASA research scientists,
tech experts at Google or Goldman Sachs finance
analysts to accelerate your growth and to discover
pathways for your future.
Check out our website for more information about our
international opportunities click here>>
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Sisters in the Stars
RANGI RURU PERFORMING ARTS SHOWCASE

Thursday 16 August, 7.30pm
The Piano, 156 Armagh Street

Adults $20, School Students $15
Bookings available from Monday July 30th

BOOK NOW

9 July- 13 July and 16 July- 20 July from 8am-3.30pm, for children aged 8-12 years old

BOOK NOW

Art House Night
Friday 10 August, Te Koraha, 6.30pm - 9.00pm
Artwork by Piao Xu, Rangi Ruru student 2017

Tickets: $50
Experience Te Koraha by night at our Art House Night.
Come and view our wonderful art collection and get
involved in our Art Auction at the end of the night.
Come and have a fun night with the Rangi community!

Learn to Swim & Coaching July Holiday Courses & Term 3
• Fabulous Instructors • Warm all year round • Small Classes

BOOK NOW !
459 Cashel St • Ph: 381- 0299 • info@aquagym.co.nz

Leaders in Aquatic Education

CHANGED YOUR CONTACT DETAILS?
If your phone, email or postal address details change throughout the year,
please remember to let us know. Email office@rangiruru.school.nz or
call 03 983 3700 to update your contact details at any time.
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MESSAGES
& NEWS
Please contact nic.yates@nzhomeloans.co.nz for more information
KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR SOME FUN AND ENGAGING PTA EVENTS, SEE YOU THERE DETAILS BELOW.

JULY

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING

Flourish

Thursday 5 July, 7.00pm - 8.00pm
Merivale Lane Theatre

RSVP NOW!
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SEPTEMBER

For many people, daily life feels busier than ever. Jane Davis is the owner and
director of a positive psychology consulting business called The Flourishing
Institute. She will discuss topics such as the impact distraction is having on
productivity, creating space for mind rest, creativity and problem solving, and
diagnosing your own helpful and unhelpful habits.

W ELCO

NOVEMBER

Friday 14 September, 7.00pm - 9.00pm

FATHER DAUGHTER – MOVEMBER BREAKFAST
Coming up 8 November
Watch this space more details to come.

MARCH

PTA IS CALLING ALL RANGI RURU FAMILY AND FRIENDS...
As we start the planning for the big “House and Garden Tour” in line with our 130 year Anniversary, we are looking for
family and friends who have an amazing garden or home they would like to open their doors and welcome the Rangi
community into.
To be held on Sunday 24 March 2019, put this in your diary, it will be a great day!

RANGI RURU GIRLS SCHOOL PTA IS FUNDRAISING WITH THE
ENTERTAINMENT FUNDRAISER THIS YEAR, AND WE WOULD
APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.
Your 2017 | 2018 Entertainment Membership expired on 1 June 2018. Please
continue supporting our School by purchasing the 2018 | 2019 Entertainment
Membership from us today. Hundreds of great value offers are ready for your
enjoyment, while also helping us fundraise for the school! Support us now!>>
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RANGI RURU PRESCHOOL
“We don’t stop playing because we grow old, we grow
old because we stop playing” (George Bernard Shaw)

COOKING
Cooking with the children is a regular event, here
at Rangi Ruru. Recently our baking has involved
baking biscuits in the shape of Planets, stars and
other elements from the Solar System – a great tie
in with some of the inquiry learning the children are
driving at present. Baking and other cooking activities
are not just about making food, they are science in
action; help to lay down basic mathematics skills;
reading and time-telling skills; encourage healthy
food choices; build confidence and creativity; enhance
communication and build strong relationships
with others and of course they provide all of us the
opportunity for fun and laughter!

KOROWAI CLOAK
Last week the children and teachers worked together
to make a Korowai, a feather cloak, as part of our
celebration of Matariki – the Maori New Year.
At circle time we all coloured paper feathers in
beautiful colours – every feather looked different from
all the others. The sharing of resources was amazing,
with so many requests to “please swap colours” or
“Could I borrow that after you.”
Each feather was laminated, cut out and attached
to our fabric. We were testing out how a cloak would
look. We wanted to show off our hard work and Freddie
quickly offered to wear the cloak out in the big school.
We visited Dr Hastie’s Office to see her real feather
Korowai that was gifted to Rangi Ruru Girl’s School.

We showed our cloak off around the school and gained
huge smiles from everyone we passed.
This week we began screen printing and painting fabric
feathers in the school art department, for a more
permanent Korowai to link our children and families
together and keep as a taonga or treasure for the
preschool. We love our time in the art studios!

ALL THINGS SPACE AND BEYOND
The children have been very animated about this topic!
We have gone on an amazing adventure researching,
creating art work, learning new songs and writing
stories to assist in investigating our theories about the
worlds and galaxy around us.
The children have been requesting the songs that
relate to space and sharing and demonstrating their
information freely. It has been an absolute joy to see
certain children stepping up and actively leading
discussions, sharing their knowledge and testing their
theories. We have seen some amazing scaffolding of
other children’s knowledge and interest occurring. Our
learning is beginning to branch out into discussions
around solids, liquids and gases – this will likely lead
us into some discussions around the periodic table and
the elements that related to what our planets are made
from.
We really appreciate the time and energy many families
are putting into supporting this learning at home.
Having this amount of support for a topic of interest
really does extend the children’s learning in so many
new ways; it enables them to consolidate their learning
and to show what a competent learner they are when
sharing information with family members.

Share the joy of Childhood!
Fully qualified and registered teachers
Small family orientated centre for boys and girls 2-5 years
20 hours ECE for children 3-5 years

NOW OPEN 8am – 5pm

46 Rhodes Street, Christchurch 8014
T +64 3 983 3757

rangirurupreschool.nz
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Want to stay warm and
look stylish this winter?
$65 each

A portion of all sales will support
us in our annual appeal 2018.

Become a Rangi Ruru SUPPORTER in these gorgeous 100% lambswool navy scarves.
Made locally for us by Exquisite Wool.
We can’t wait to see the Rangi Ruru community proudly wearing these on
the sporting sidelines, at PTA functions, meetings or any social events.
To purchase your scarf please order online HERE>>

Rangi Ruru Rowing POWERED BY
BLUE SPONSORS

The Gallaway Family

Studholme Developments Ltd

Keen to join our crew and support Rangi Rowing please contact e.reeve@rangiruru.school.nz or cushnelson@sgltd.co.nz

JULY KEY DATES
TUESDAY, JULY 3
Yr 12 Emerging Leaders Conference
ITM Evening
THURSDAY, JULY 5
6:45pm PTA Parent Information
Evening - ‘Flourish’ with Jane Davis
FRIDAY, JULY 6
3:30pm Term 2 ends

Please click here for a full calendar
MONDAY, JULY 30
8:25am Term 3 begins
DanceNZ Made - Interschool
Regionals
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1
SIS Showcase of International
Sisterhood
FRIDAY, AUGUST 3
Chamber Music Nationals

Theatre Festival
International Food
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4
Chamber Music Nationals
Theatre Festival
JazzQuest Big band Competition
SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
JazzQuest Big band Competition
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